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BACKGROUND: 
 
Ontario’s Ministry of Education is committed to addressing systemic discrimination and helping 
to break down barriers for Indigenous, Black, and racialized students, students from low-income 
households, and students with disabilities and other students with special education needs so that 
everyone has an equal opportunity to succeed, thrive, and reach their full potential.  
 
Aligned with this commitment, the ministry is developing a comprehensive plan to end 
streaming into Academic and Applied courses, beginning in Grade 9, and replace them with 
courses that meet student needs and keep future pathway options open for all students. The 
ministry will support de-streaming of Grade 9 beginning with Mathematics. As of September 
2021, Academic and Applied Mathematics courses will no longer be offered for students 
entering Grade 9. Locally Developed Compulsory Credit Courses will continue to be offered. 
 
Ontario’s vision for de-streaming is to address policies and practices that negatively impact 
students so that all students are supported to be prepared for the senior program in secondary 
school, have equity of access to pursue any postsecondary pathway they choose, and to be 
successful in their future careers. 
 
The objectives for de-streaming are as follows: 
 

1) Phase out Grade 9 Academic and Applied (streamed) courses and phase in Grade 9 de-
streamed courses and support students to be successful in de-streamed courses.  

2) Dismantle the systemic discrimination associated with streamed Grade 9 courses that has 
contributed to the marginalization of some students, including Black, Indigenous and 
racialized students, students from low-income households, and students with disabilities 
and other students with special education needs. 

3) Remove barriers and support more students to graduate from secondary school and 
pursue post-secondary education pathways of their choice. 

 
The Ministry has three main goals for de-streaming, which have been informed by a review of 
research on successful de-streaming initiatives over the last thirty years.  
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The three goals are: 
 

1) Cultural shifts in schools and boards to identify and dismantle systemic discrimination 
and structural inequities. 

2) Increased educator capacity for effective culturally responsive instruction, assessment 
and evaluation in de-streamed classes. 

3) Increased student engagement, achievement and well-being. 
 

In Ontario, Academic and Applied course types or “streams” have been in place since 1999. The 
original intention behind Applied courses was to provide a different pedagogical approach to 
learning. However, over time, the Applied course type has become perceived as less 
academically rigorous and has negatively impacted certain marginalized groups. Students in the 
Applied course type stream are limited in the courses they can take in later grades, which in turn 
limits their access to post-secondary pathways (see Appendix A). 
  
The Ministry of Education has just provided SCCDSB with a $25,000 TPA to effectively support 
the implementation of the gr 9 de-streamed mathematics program.  The TPA allows our system 
to use the funds for programming for:  
 

•  Grade 8 students with learning gaps in math;  
•  Grade 8 and 9 transition teams to develop targeted transition plans for vulnerable  and 

 underserved Grade 8 students;  
•  Planning for Indigenous students who are transitioning from federally funded First 

 Nations elementary schools to provincially funded secondary schools; and  
•  Targeted outreach to students who are disengaged. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the St. Clair Catholic District School Board receive the report: De-Streaming Grade 9 
Mathematics Update for information. 
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Planning for Gr 9 De-streaming in Mathematics

Scott Johnson 
Superintendent of Education 
St Clair Catholic DSB
scott.johnson@sccdsb.net 

mailto:scott.johnson@sccdsb.net


Systemic Bias



Destreaming in Grade 9 Math: Sept 2021

History of Academic Streaming in Ontario 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/ontario-streaming-high-school-racism-lecce-1.5638700
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/ontario-streaming-high-school-racism-lecce-1.5638700
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/destreaming-plan-sept-2021-1.5643740
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/destreaming-plan-sept-2021-1.5643740
https://heqco.ca/pub/destreaming-in-ontario-history-evidence-and-educator-reflections/
https://heqco.ca/pub/destreaming-in-ontario-history-evidence-and-educator-reflections/
https://twitter.com/i/status/1343626244202622984


Unintended Consequences
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Preparation for Grade 10 Applied Math



Changing Secondary Curriculum



Destreaming in Grade 9 Math: 
Sept 2021



Destreaming in Grade 9 Math: 
Sept 2021



https://thelearningexchange.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/spring2018-en.pdf
https://thelearningexchange.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/spring2018-en.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/capacityBuilding.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/inspire/research/capacityBuilding.html




http://edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/equity.pdf
https://democracyeducationjournal.org/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1138&context=home
https://democracyeducationjournal.org/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1138&context=home
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/about/education_equity_plan_en.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/about/education_equity_plan_en.pdf


● Learner Profile
● Grade 8 teacher and high school meeting
● Head Start Summer Program
● Link program
● Free After school tutoring in secondary school
● GLE10 General learning strategies course 
● Summer and Fall PD opportunities to build capacity of gr 9 teachers
● Summer engagement for disengaged students leaving gr 8
● Summer engagement for First Nations students leaving gr 8

SCCDSB Creating Supports for 
De-streaming




